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Gupta: Editor’s Introduction

Editor’s Introduction
Gopal Gupta
Aurora University
AS we emerge from this long and hard
pandemic, another beautiful volume of the

Journal of Hindu-Christian Studies is being
published due to the courage and persistence of
our authors, peer-reviewers, and editorial
team. The JHCS welcomes its new assistant
editor, Andrea Bischoff. Her untiring service,
professional expertise and caring hand has
been an invaluable addition to our Journal.
In the first essay of this volume, Jeffery
Long reflects on recent studies on Sri
Ramakrishna’s teachings, particularly Swami
Medhananda’s recent work, Infinite Paths to
Infinite Reality. Medhananda’s work has
demonstrated that Ramakrishna, though not a
professional philosopher or scholar in the
traditional sense of the word, was a thinker of
deep subtlety who expressed revolutionary
insights into the nature of ultimate reality
which have great potential to inform the
contemporary discourse of religious pluralism.
The paper reflects on how Sri Ramakrishna’s
affirmation that ultimate reality involves
dimensions that are both personal and
impersonal, and that have form and are
formless, for example, provides the foundation
for a non-reductionistic pluralism that is
minimally distorting to the self-understandings
of diverse traditions of thought and practice.
The paper then identifies points of contact
between Sri Ramakrishna’s teaching, as it is
now better understood, and Christian theology,

in a way that it may help chart out a possible
agenda for future Hindu-Christian studies.
The second essay takes a close look at
Aurobindo Ghose’s role as a progenitor of the
Hindu nationalism that has risen in recent
decades. Edward Ulrich investigates the issue
by focusing on the period, 1906-1909, when
Aurobindo was active in Bengal’s svadeśī
movement, and the British administration
issued the Minto-Morley reforms. During this
period, Aurobindo supported a pluralistic
vision of India’s past and future. Yet, that vision
did not address the concrete Hindu-Muslim
issues that arose in the svadeśī movement.
After the demise of the svadeśī movement,
Aurobindo continued to develop his approach
towards India’s Muslim populations in an
affirming manner. Yet, alarmed at the 1909
Minto-Morley reforms, which established
reserved seats and a separate electorate for
Muslims, Aurobindo articulated a Hindu
primacy. Still, he continued to insist through
1909 that Muslims have an essential place in
India’s national identity.
The third essay is a fascinating comparative
study that seeks to understand the specific
imagery and symbolism of divine love within
the Carmelite Catholic and the Chaitanya
Vaishnava traditions. Graham Schweig
examines some of the nuanced aesthetic and
theological dimensions of their greatest
symbolic imagery of divine love: the crucifixion
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of Jesus and the Rāsa Maṇḍala of Krishna. The
juxtaposition of the shift between the
standardized depiction of divine love within
each tradition and their later developed
depictions demonstrates how each tradition's
dramatic departure embodies a more personal,
more distilled and intensified unique
expression, while possibly even sharing a
particular theological moment within the
experiences of sacrifice, suffering, and
salvation of divine love.
In the fourth essay, Akshay Gupta looks at
Black theology, a contemporary mode of
theology that critically engages with specific
theological motifs to affirm the humanity of
Blacks and emancipate them from white
racism. At present, much Black theological
discourse occurs in Christian contexts, and
thus, Hindu religious traditions are bereft of
the socially transformative insights that such
discourse produces. In this essay, he
demonstrates that Black theological motifs are
present within Hindu theological frameworks
as well. Specifically, he constructs a
distinctively Hindu Black theology by drawing
upon certain theological motifs present within
the theological framework of the Caitanya
Vaiṣṇava Vedānta tradition. After constructing
this Black theology, he shows its sociotheological implications and explains how it
can fulfil the Black theological aim of liberating
Blacks from white racism.
In the fifth essay, we discover that the text
of the Bhagavad Gītā is compatible with a
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favorable ecological reading. Supratik Sen
highlights two concurrent worldviews in the
text, a world-renouncing worldview and a
bhakti worldview, which is simultaneously
world-affirming and world-renouncing. He
argues that the motivation to act for the
welfare of individuals in nature, such as
animals and plants, is consistent with the
interconnected normative, soteriological and
ontological dimensions of each of these two
worldviews.
The final essay of this volume, by Steven J.
Rosen, provides a refreshing viewpoint on the
multivariant meanings of monotheism in
relation to the Hindu traditions. While
traditional Hinduism is commonly held to be
polytheistic, and in most strains of the
tradition this would be correct, there is also a
monotheistic component that is often
overlooked, even among historians of religion
and Hindu theologians. Indeed, panchopasana,
“the worship of five gods” (Durga, Surya,
Ganesh, Shiva, and Vishnu)—often considered
the
very
epitome
of
polytheistic
understanding—can be seen in a monotheistic
light as well, that is, as an exposition on
universal categories of religion as opposed to
the literal worship of five individual deities. In
this article, Rosen draws upon the work of
Bengali theologian Bhaktivinoda Thakura
(1838–1914) to show how this is so.
This volume also features ten book reviews
of recent books in the field of Hindu-Christian
Studies.
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